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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



September, 



States has forty war vessels in process of construction, 
some of the largest of which will cost six millions each. 
The Secretary grows eloquent in his portrayal of these 
"vessels of wrath" as instruments of peace to this 
country and to the world! His history education has 
been sorely neglected. 



ENLISTED. 

BY J. A. EDGERTON. 

With utter faith, I give myself to Thee, 

O, Thou, the symbol of divinity, 

And through Thee to the Spirit of the All, 

For I am Thine. Do what Thou wilt with me. 

My thought, my will, my life, they are not mine; 
I bring them all and lay them on the shrine. 
No shred of personal do I withhold : 
Myself I lose within the Self Divine. 

Thy soldier would I be, and nothing more; 
Enlisted for Thy love, but not for war; 
Unquestioning, to follow Thy commands, 
And asking not the way that lies before. 

Oh, let me touch the universe with Thee, 
And let me strike the universal key 
Of universal love and truth and faith, 
Of universal light and liberty. 

Let not the Old impede me in Thy way, 
But teach me that I humbly may obey 
Thy gospel that is written in the soul : 
The living revelation of to-day. 

I would be free from party, sect and clan, 
To give out love and cheer to every man ; 
To see all things as good and beautiful, 
And all inclosed divinely in Thy plan. 

I seek no heaven alien and afar; 
I find my heaven in the things that are, 
The inward consciousness I hold of Thee, 
That knows no separation and no bar. 

This is Eternity. This earth of ours, 

With birds and rainbows, dawns and stars and flowers; 

This life, if rightly lived and realized, 

Is filled with God, and here are heaven's bowers. 

Despise no thing. Each is with all allied. 
Build up no wall in thought that can divide 
Our life from any kindred life that is, 
Or this from what is called the other side. 

For life is one, and there is nothing base; 
Behind the mask looks out a beauteous face. 
All things are spirit but made manifest, 
All truth in symbol, God in every place. 

Excepting to the sense, there's nothing gone, 
No veil between the dead and living drawn; 
And Thou, O Soul of Love and Way of Life, 
I know Thy leading and would follow on. 

Thy soldier! Tet I fling away the sword; 
Thy soldier! And Thy service my reward. 
O, Thou Impersonal and Living Christ, 
I hail Thee, my Commander and my Lord. 
Denver, Col. 



The Right and the Wrong in Our 
Civil War. 

BY AN OLD SOLDIER. 

Looking back upon four years of continuous soldier 
life, recalling its intermingled lights and shadows, its 
triumphs and disasters, inspiring battle scenes and humili- 
ating corpse-strewn fields, beautiful parades and hideous 
prison pens, glorious deaths and heart-breaking funerals, 
large charities and bitter agonies, redeeming heroisms 
and savage horrors, keen delights and immedicable 
wounds, freed slaves and maddened masters, union, 
peace and law restored with unspeakable losses of treas- 
ure, love and life, — pondering all these, and recurring 
to first principles, one whose immediate ancestors were 
members of the Society of Friends is quite likely to find 
himself reverting more and more to their anti-war tenets, 
and to conclude that in the great conflict both North 
and South were in the wrong. 

ATTITUDE OP NATIONS TOWARD ONE ANOTHER. 

As to the proper attitude in general of one nation 
towards another, Milton's theory would universally be 
recognized as correct : " Ah, sir, a commonwealth ought 
to be but as one huge Christian personage, one mighty 
growth and stature of an honest man, as big and com- 
pact in virtue as in body ! " For the special business 
of a warrior, perhaps we should accept the rule laid 
down by John the Baptist when soldiers asked him, 
" What shall we do ? " and he answered, " Do violence to 
no man." If that reply be not preposterous, it must 
mean, " You may ward off a blow, but you should never 
unnecessarily strike one." For the behavior of one who 
has been wronged, shall we not respect the view of 
Socrates: "We must not retaliate, nor render evil for 
evil." (Plato's "Crito," 49.) For the Anglo-Saxon's 
disdainful bearing toward what he deems inferior races, 
is not Paul's doctrine at onee a corrective and a sharp 
reproof : " God hath made of one blood all nations of 
men " ? And ought we not to find a perpetual solvent 
and transformer of all hateful elements in the spirit of 
him who enjoined, " Love your enemies," and who, on a 
memorable occasion, when, if ever, violent assault might 
seem justifiable, commanded, "Put up again thy sword 
into his place, for all they that take the sword shall 
perish with the sword"? 

Lord Bacon strongly commends war. He says : " No 
body can be healthful without exercise; . . . and cer- 
tainly to a kingdom or estate a just and honorable war is 
the true exercise." On the 12th of last November, Gen. 
S. M. B. Young, soon to be, it seems, the highest officer 
in our army, wrote for publication these words: "To 
carry on war, disguise it as we may, is to be cruel ; it is 
to kill and burn, burn and kill, and again kill and burn." 
To the same effect is Gen. Sherman's oft-quoted remark,* 
" War is hell." Can an exercise that is essentially cruel 
and hellish be healthful? 

Except in the German military machine, in that of the 
French and some others, and among half-civilized peo- 
ples, or in the case of a few ' degenerates ' and persons of 
arrested mental and moral development, the time has 

* Sherman but echoes John Wesley's "War is the business of Hell. 
How shall Christians help the Prince of Hell, who was ' a murderer from 
the beginning,' by telling the world about the ' usefulness and necessity 
of war ' ? " 



